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From the birth of the nation as a British colony in 1788, Australian music had been strongly influenced by 

British and European cultural traditions.  In the twentieth-century, a musical trend reflecting Eastern cultural 

influences emerged in the Australian art music. This paper examines the Australians’ interest in the music of 

Indonesia, China and Japan since the 1960s. The discussion also explores the music influences of other Asian 

countries with a specific focus on the music of Vietnam.  This paper identifies that Anne Boyd is the first 

Australian composer to incorporate Vietnamese traditional music in her work.  With reference to historical and 

social contexts, this paper analyzes Asian musical ideas that inspired leading Australian composers from the 

twentieth-century to the present day.  
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